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the severed meat tray 10 into the pass-through opening 
82 and onto an exit conveyer (not shown). 



in the Claims 

/ 

Add new claims 17-21. 
/ 

Amend claim 1. 

Replace the claims with the following clean version of the entire set of 
pending claims, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.121(0(1)0). Cancel all 
previous versions of any pending claim. 

1 (AVnended) A thermal plastic expanded foam rectangular meat tray 
trimmed from a thermal plastic expanded foam web, comprising: 
a substantially rectangular bottom wall; 

side walls\xtending upward and outward from the bottom wall 


integrally interconnected t\ach other at four corners; 

each of the side Wails having an inclined lower section and an upper 
section that extends upward terlating in a lip that extends outward around the 


periphery of the tray; and V^«-^-<-- 

,hejip i e L wall_sect^on \aving internal inclined corner surfaces 
extending upwa^a^utward^he lip\t the four corners, each corner surface 
subtending an angle greater than an ang.e\subtended by the respective corner 
and specifically provided to receive an InteVl complementary mating corner 
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alignment fixture\.o maintain the tray accurately aligned at the corners as the 
„ay is being trinied from the thermal plastic expanded foam web, and each 
inclined corner surfie forming an obtuse angle with the bottom wall that is less 
than a correspondingVbtuse angle formed between a corresponding lower wall 
section and the bottom Vail. 

2. The thermal plastic expanded foam rectangular meat tray as defined 
in claim 1 wherein the uppeY sections of the side walls have ins^deje^ng 
ribs formed therein in which \he inclined corner surfaces are indented into the 
^) ribs at the corners of the side Walls. 


3. 


The thermal plastic eLnded foam rectangular meat tray as defined 
in claim 1 wherein at least one of\the inclined corner surfaces extends upward 
and outward to the lip at a steep an\le of between 94 degrees and 105 degrees 
relative to the bottom wall. 

4. The thermal plastic expanded foam rectangular meat tray as defined 
in claim 1 wherein at least one of the inked corner surfaces extends upward 
and outward to the lip at a steep angle of between 94 degrees and 100 degrees 

relative to the bottom wall. 
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5 . The Lmal plastic expanded foam rectangular meat tray as defined 
in Cairn 1 wherein\he lower sections of .he side wails are inclined upward and 
outward a. an angle^f between ,10 degrees and 140 degrees reiative to the 

bottom wall. 

6. The thermal W expanded loam rectangular meat tray as defined 
in claim 1 wherein a. Ieas\ne of the inciined corner surfaces is curved having 
an arc of greater than 90 dlees relative to a center of curvature. 

7. The thermal plastic Expanded foam rectangular meat tray as defined 
in claim 1 wherein a. .east one\of the inclined corner surfaces is curved and 
wherein the curved inclined corneLurface extends upward and outward to the 
lip at a steep angle of between 94 Wees and 105 degrees. 

8. The thermal plastic expanded foam rectangu.ar meat tray as defined 
in cairn 1 wherein the lower sections \ the side walls are inclined upward and 
outward relative to the bottom wall a. anUined angle of between 110 degrees 
and 140 degrees and wherein at leas. o\ie of the inclined corner surfaces is 
curved and wherein .he curved inclined Lner surface ex.ends upward and 
ou,ward .o ,he lip a. a steep angle of between 94 degrees and 105 degrees. 
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9. The therL plastic expanded foam rectangular meat tray as defined 
in cairn 1 wherein theVper section of the side waJIs has inside wall surfaces 
, h at are ribbed and extel upward and outward between the lower section and 
,he lip at an inclined angle\elative to the bottom wall of between 110 and 140 
degrees. 

10. The thermal plastic eianded foam rectangular meat tray as defined 
in dalm 1 wherein the corner surfaces are conical shaped having a steep angle 
of between 94 and 105 degrees relative the bottom wall. 

/ 

Add the following new claims 17-24: 

17. (New* A thermal plastic expanded foam rectangular meat tray 
trimmed from a thLal plastic expanded foam web, comprising: 
a substantially rectangular bottom wall; 

side walls\tending upward and outward from the bottom wall 
integrally interconnected to\ach other at four corners; 

each of the side Walls having a lower section with an inclined inside 
surface and an upper^ect^n \at extends upward terminating in a lip that 
extends outward around the periphery of the tray; and 

the upper s^n^aving\ntemal inclined inside corner surfaces 
extending upw^mToutwaTd to the llp\the four corners, eachco^s^ace 
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and each inched inside corner surface forming an obtuse angle with .he bottom 
;„al. that is ie\ than a corresponding obtuse angie formed between the iower 
' section and theXbottom wall to provide a conical alignment surface a. each 
. corner configuredV interact with an alignment structure of an article trim press. 

18. (New) t! meat tray of claim 17 wherein the conical alignment 
surface is specificallyUvided to receive an interna, complementary mating 
corner alignment fix.ure\o. a trim press to maintain the tray accurately aligned 
a, the corners as the A is being trimmed from the thermal plastic expanded 
foam web by the trim pre*. 

19. (New) The meattray of claim 17 wherein the lower section provides 
a coarse alignment surface L the conical alignment surface of the upper 
section provides a fine alignment surface. 

20. (New) The meat trayVf claim 19 wherein an outer surface of the ^ ^ 
,ower section and the conical alignment surface cooperate to provide a bifurcated 
alignment structure including the oVer surface of the lower section which 
cooperates during a severing operation^ a female die member to P rov,de a 
coarse alignment structure and the consignment surface of the upper section 

which cooperates with a complementary ailment surface of an alignment f,xture 
on a male die member to provide a fine aliment structure. 
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21 . (New) \ molded plastic overwrap tray, comprising: 
a bottom\vall; 

at least oneNside wall extending upward and outward from the bottom 
wall, the side wall having\an inclined lower section and an upper section that 
extends upward and outwaroV around the periphery of the tray; 

the upper wall section having a plurality of spaced-apart internal 
inclined corner surfaces extending upward and outward to the periphery of the 
tray, each corner surface subtend\g an , angle greater ^ th^n^gle subtended 
by the Tespective corner and sLifically provided to receive an internal 
complementary mating corner alignrLt fixture to maintain the tray accurately 
aligned at the corners as the tray is\being trimmed from the thermal plastic 
expanded foam web, and each inclinedWner surface forming an obtuse angle 
with the bottom wall that is less than \> corresponding obtuse angle formed 
between the lower wall section and the bottom wall. 

22. (New) The tray of claim 21 wheVein the bottom wall comprises a 
rectangular bottom wall and the at least one sL wall comprises four side walls 
configured in a rectangular array with adjacen\ pairs of the side walls each 
forming a generally rectangular corner therebetween . 

23. (New) The tray of claim 22 wherein tne plurality of spaced-apart 
internal inclined corner surfaces comprises four spaWapart internal inclined 
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come, surfaces, oi provided at each corner of the tray, ahd wherein each 
corner surface provide^ conical alignment surface forming a steep obtuse angle 
relative to the bottom wall 

24. (New) The tray of\laim 23 wherein each internal inclined alignment 
corner surface is recessed into V inner surface of an adjacent pair of the side 
walls so as to provide a concave\onical alignment surface therein. 


A marked-up version showing amendments to any claims being changed 
is provided in one or more accompanying pages separate from this amendment 
in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.121(c)(1)(H). Any claim not accompanied by 
a marked-up version has not been changed relative to the immediate prior 
version, except that marked-up versions are not being supplied for any added 
claim or canceled claim. 
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